Introduction
Helicobacter pylori are Gram-negative bacteria that live in the human stomach. H. pylori infection is now recognized as one of the most common chronic infections in man. Several lines of evidence implicate /-/. pylori infection in gastroduodenal inflammation.-Colonization of the gastric epithelium by the bacterium results in an inflammatory reaction by both the humoral and cellular immune responses. 4 In spite of some established observations, the exact immune factors that contribute to pathogenetic mechanisms of the disease and that sustain the chronic colonization are not fully understood.
T-helper (TH) lymphocytes may be subdivided into TH1 and TH2 subsets based on the distinct profiles of cytokine production. TH1 (Table 3) .
centration is present in /-L. pylori positive A significantly higher level of IL-4 in super-patients. 18 In the present data, although PHA can natants from cultured gastric biopsies was stimulate cytokine production from PBL, no sigobserved in H. pylori infected patients compared nificant difference was found between H. pylori to H. pylori negative subjects (Table 2) 
